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Abstract A new species of the aleocharine genus Tetrabothrus is described from 
Hokkaido, Japan, under the name of T. septentrionalis . A key is given to the Japanese 
species of Tetrabothrus. 


Up to the present, 11 species of the aleocharine staphylinid genus Tetrabothrus 
Bernhauer have been known from the world (Bernhauer & Scheerpeltz, 1926; 
Cameron, 1939, 1943, 1950; Nakane, 1991; Pace, 1992). Their known distributional 
range is restricted to the Oriental Region and Australia. Through the courtesy of Mr. 
Shigehisa Hori (Nature Conservation Department, Hokkaido Institute of Environmen¬ 
tal Sciences, Sapporo), I had an oppoturnity to examine some specimens of the genus 
obtained in Hokkaido, Japan. They are new to the Palearctic fauna. As the result of my 
examination, it has become clear that the species is different from any other species 
described until now and must be new to science. In this paper, I will describe it as a 
new Tetrabothrus species and will also report the first record of T. japonicus from the 
Ryukyu Islands. 


Genus Tetrabothrus Bernhauer 

Tetrabothrus Bernhauer, 1915, Tidschr. Ent., 58: 240 [type species: Tetrabothrus clavatus Bernhauer, 

fixed by subsequent designation (Blackwelder, 1952, p.382)].- Cameron, 1939, Fn. Brit. Ind., 

Coleopt. Staphyl. IV, p. 457. 

Antennae short, strongly clavate. Labrum transverse, arcuately emarginate in 
front, the anterior angles rounded. Mandibles lightly curved, pointed and edentate. 
Maxillae moderately elongate; galea nearly parallel-sided and closely provided with 
fine bristles at the apical part; lacinia broader and closely provided with fine bristles on 
the inner margin; maxillary palpus 4-segmented, 1st segment short, 2nd lightly curved, 
slightly thickend towards apex, 3rd as long as 2nd and scarcely broader than 2nd, 4th 
subulate, a half as long as 3rd. Mentum transverse, subtrapezoidal, the anterior margin 
broadly emarginate. Labial palpus 3-segmented, 1st long, 2nd short, 3rd narrower and 
longer than 2nd. Third to 6th abdominal tergites deeply and broadly excavated at the 
base. 
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Figs. l^k Mouth parts of Tetrabothrus japonicus Nakane - 1, Labrum; 2, mandibles; 3, maxilla; 4, 

labium. 


Key to the Japanese Species of the Genus Tetrabothrus 

1 (2) Color pale yellowish brown, body slender and subparallel-sided, longitudinal 

diameter of eye nearly two-thirds as long as postocular part. 

. T. septentrionalis sp. nov. 

2(1) Color reddish brown, body broad and somewhat depressed above, eyes very 

large, their diameter much longer than postocular parts. 

. T. japonicus Nakane. 


Tetrabothrus septentrionalis Kjshimoto, sp. nov. 

(Figs. 5-6) 

Body length: 5.1-5.4 mm (from front margin of head to anal end); 2.3-2.4 mm 
(from front margin of head to apices of elytra). 

Body elongate and slender, parallel-sided. Colour pale yellowish brown, with an¬ 
tennae, head, pronotum and distal segments dark brown, shiny. 

Female (Holotype). Head subquadrate, transverse and weakly convex (width/ 
length^ 1.20), broadest behind anterior margin of head, slightly narrowed posteriad to 
constricted neck; surface sparingly covered with long recumbent pubescence; eyes rel¬ 
atively small and prominent, longitudinal diameter of eye nearly two-thirds as long as 
postocular part. Antennae clavate, 1st stout and apically dilated, more than twice as 
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Fig. 



5. Habitus of Tetrabothrus septentrionalis 
sp. nov., female. Scale 1.0 mm. 


long as broad, 2nd shorter than 1st, 3rd shorter than 2nd but longer than broad, 4th to 
10th each apparently broader than long, 11th conical, 1.2 times as long as broad; rela¬ 
tive length (wideth) of each segment from base to apex: 2.7 (1.2): 1.8 (1.0): 1.5 
(1.1): 0.6 (1.4): 0.8 (2.1): 0.9 (2.1): 0.9 (2.1): 0.8 (2.3): 0.8 (2.1): 0.8 (2.0): 1.3 (1.6). 

Pronotum subtrapezoidal and convex, a little broader than long (width/length = 
1.09), and a little broader than head (pronotum/head= 1.05), widest just behind the 
posterior margin, posterior half subparallel-sided, anterior half gradually narrowed an- 
teriad to roundly produced apex; hind angles broadly rounded; surface similarly pubes¬ 
cent to head. Scutellum triangular, surface smooth, with a few fine setae. Elytra sub¬ 
parallel-sided, somewhat depressed above, broader than long (width/length = 1.48) and 
much broader than pronotum (elytra/pronotum= 1.56), posterior margin mostly trun- 
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Fig. 6. Female spermatheca of 
septentrionalis. Scale: 0.1 mm. 


Tetrabothrus 


cate though distinctly emarginate at the middle, posterior angles rounded; surface more 
densely covered with long recumbent pubescence than on pronotum. Legs moderately 
long, tarsal formula 4-4-5; relative length of each segment from base to apex as fol¬ 
lows: foretarsus:— 0.8 :1.0: 1.0:2.0; midtarsus— 1.3 : 1.1 : 1.1 : 1.0 :2.0; hindtarsus:— 
2.3: 1.5: 1.3: 1.2 :2.5. 

Abdomen parallel-sided, distal 3 segments gradually narrowed posteriad, surface 
of all tergites glabrous except for apical parts fringed with some relatively long hairs; 
3rd to 6th tergites deeply and broadly excavated at each base. Spermatheca (Fig. 6) 
coiled many times; apical part gourd-shaped. 

Male unknown. 

Type series. Holotype: Female, Oketo-ko, Oketo-cho, Abashiri, Hokkaido, 
Japan, 4— VIII— 1994, S. Hori leg. Paratypes: 1 female, same data as for the holotype; 1 
female, Kanoko-dam, Oketo-cho, Abashiri, Hokkaido, Japan, 20—VII— 1994, S. Hori 
leg. Deposited in the collection of the Laboratory of Entomology, Tokyo University of 
Agriculture. 


Tetrabothrus japonicus Nakane 
(F igs. 1-4) 

Tetrabothrus japonicus Nakane, 1991, Kita-kyushu no Konchu, Kokura, 38: 111. -Kishimoto, 1995, 

Elytra, Tokyo, 23: 94, fig. 1. 

This species was originally described from Kagoshima and Nagasaki Prefectures, 
Kyushu. In 1995, Kishimoto recorded it from Chiba Prefecture, Honshu. In the present 
study, I examined a series of specimens collected from the Ryukyu Islands. The fol¬ 
lowing records of the specimens suggest its wide occurrence in Southwest Japan. 

Specimens examined [additional records]. 2 exs., Sumiyou, Amami-oshima Is., 
6—VII—1986, O. Tominaga leg.; 2 exs., Hatsuno, Sumiyou-son, Amami-oshima Is., 
23-IV-1994, Y. Kaneko leg.; 9 exs., Takeda-rindou, Ishigaki-jima Is., 28-11-1991, T. 
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Kishimoto leg.; 3 exs., same locality and collector as above, 29-111-1991, 2 exs., same 
locality as above, 19—III—1991, M. Ovvada & Y. Okushima leg.; 2 exs., Takeda, Ishi- 
gaki-jima Is., 27-11-1991, T. Kishimoto leg.; 3 exs., same locality and collector as 
above, 28-11-1991; 1 ex., same locality and collector as above, 20—III—1991; lex., 
same locality and collector as above, 14—VI—1993; 1 ex., same locality as above, 6- 
III—1991, T. Hanatani leg.; 1 ex., Yonehara, Ishigaki-jima Is., 30—III—1995, K. Toyoda 
leg.; 2 exs., Mt. Omoto-dake, Ishigaki-jima Is., 25—III— 1991, T. Kishimoto leg.; 1 ex., 
Ohara, Iriomote-jima Is., 26—IV—1981, S. Morita leg.; 5 exs., near Kanpira-no-taki, 
Iriomote-jima Is., 27—III—1991, T. Kishimoto leg.; 11 exs., near Mt. Urabu-dake, Yona- 
guni-jima Is., 23—III—1991, T. Kishimoto leg.; 4 exs., Mt. Urabu-dake, Yonaguni-jima 
Is., 23—III—1991, T. Kishimoto leg., 9 exs., same locality and collector as above, 24- 
III—1991, 2 exs., same locality as above, 13—IV—1997, T. Ishikawa & H. Yoshitake leg. 

Disrtibution. Japan (Honshu, Kyushu, Amami-oshima Is., Ishigaki-jima Is., Iri¬ 
omote-jima Is., Yonaguni-jima Is.). 
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Today in Russia about 2,000 entomologists are engaged in the study of the Lepidoptera and 
Coleoptera. Each year they make numerous expeditions in different regions of Russia and for¬ 
mer USSR. Unfortunately, very many people have no communication with each other or with 
foreign partners. For a long time there has been need for creation of a magazine and society, for 
regular communication and association of our efforts. In the world many people think that now 
Russia is in an unstable situation and our mail is not reliable. It is not so; the items of mail reach 
quickly and without problems. 

The first number of the new magazine will appear in January-February 1998. We plan to 
issue four numbers per year. Each issue will consist of a collection of scientific articles (reports 
of expeditions, insect lists of separate regions, description of new species and subspecies, ecol¬ 
ogy, biology, conservation of nature, and others) and news (information of new books, organisa¬ 
tion of expeditions, search for partners on a purchase, sale, exchange and cultivation of insects, 
information about international exhibitions and days of exchanges, etc.). Volume of each num¬ 
ber will be 50-100 pages with colour photos. The maganzine will be issued in English lan¬ 
guage. Each year will be issued a list of members with their interests. 

To become a member of our society, it is necessary for you to remit US$ 65. Each member 
of our society will receive by air mail four numbers of the magazine and news per year. Also, 
members will have opportunity to publish two articles and two announcements. 





